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On 12th October, 2018 PTVA’s Institute of Management conducted a one day Multi-
disciplinary National Level Conference on EMPOWERING WOMEN TOWARDS 
LEADERSHIP in collaboration with Maharashtra State Commission for Women. The 
conference was convened in Keshavrao Ghaisas Auditorium situated in PTVAIM campus 
at 10.30 am. The Chief Guest of this program was Mrs. Varsha Pawar Tawde, National 
Joint Secretary of Bharatiya Stri Shakti and the special guest was Mrs. Manjusha 
Molwane, Member Secretary, MSCW. The inaugural session ended at 12 noon and was 
attended by about 250 persons from academia, student fraternity and industry experts 
alike. Stalwarts like Mr. Mohan Tanksale graced the conference. The conference sessions 
were anchored by Mr. Abhishek Devkule and one of the conference co-convenors Mrs. 
Trupti Gupte, faculty persons of PTVAIM.  
The Inaugural Session began with lamp lighting and invocation of the Goddess of 
Knowledge; Saraswati. The welcome address was delivered by Dr. Smt. Snehalata 
Deshmukh, Former Vice Chancellor, University of Mumbai; Board member of the Parle 
Tilak Vidyalaya Association and the Mentor of PTVAIM. She gave the crowd a message 
of putting humanity before any other relation and also stressed upon the importance of 
not only empowering but also uplifting women. She stated the importance of 
‘Panchsheel’ philosophy of Dr. Raghunah Mashilkar which states holistic empowerment 
requires these 5 orientations; child centered education, woman centered society, human 
centered development, knowledge centered society and innovation centered India. She 



discussed the importance of healthy family dynamic because family is the smallest 
democratic unit. Light was also thrown upon several government laws that are in favour 
of women’s development. She ended her address on the powerful note that humanity and 
humanness was the true way to compliment and supplement laws made for social 
empowerment and upliftment. Her address was followed by the address of Dr. Harish 
Kumar Purohit, Director of PTVAIM who spoke about various women empowerment 
centric initiatives undertaken by PTVAIM such as organizing lectures on varied topics 
like Cyber hacking, Relevance of Financial Literacy for women, Importance of sound 
mental health and work life balance etc. Mrs. Shalini Kakkar the Convener of the 
conference welcomed the guests, explained the flow of the conference and its general 
theme and discussed certain key aspects of empowering a woman which also leads to 
empowered children, country and brighter future. The chief guest was introduced and was 
presented with a memento by Dr. Smt. Snehalata Deshmukh. 
Mrs. Tawade in her powerful address touched upon several key aspects of women 
empowerment. She discussed how situation of Indian women was much better compared 
to western countries in this aspect and cited the examples of Indian women’s 
participation in All Asian Women’s Conference in 1931 and in United Nation’s 
Economic and Social Council in 1947. In 1941, 15 women were a part of drafting 
committee of Indian Constitution, this too in her opinion talks of the access Indian 
women have enjoyed in social spheres. However she stated that much more is yet to be 
done in this area; primarily of creating better access for women in social- economic- 
politico sphere. She stated that empowerment should consist of inclusive development, 
gender equality and gender budgeting. She stated that we must unanimously demand that 
contributions and efforts of home makers be also quantified and included in GDP 
calculations as their contribution to the society and economy is of deep significance and 
deserves recognition. She discussed the idea of holistic development and spoke of the 
importance of empowering society as a whole. Her fundamental question ‘who will 
empower whom?’ was also poignant. No third entity can empower us and that we should 
strive for it ourselves was the message that was given. She gave guidelines on how to 
measure empowerment: are we (as women and as a social whole) a part of decision 
making process? Take efforts to form and express studied opinions and remain firm on 
them? Are we well informed and balanced? Are we financially, physically and 
emotionally independent? And are we able to deal with several challenges in a composed 
manner? were the criterion to be considered. She concluded her talk with the inspiring 
story of ‘cycle chachi’. Almost 30 years ago, this illiterate woman from small village in 
Rajasthan was keen on supporting her family and hence began working in the farm, the 
villagers ridiculed her and her husband. Therefore, she began to work in the night and 
was slowly joined by other women from her village. Her work on farm and especially 
great work in reuse of materials and waste management led to miraculous results and 
brought her respect and recognition. Today she is invited to other villages as an expert 
and travels to them on her cycle. Her story stands as living example of undeterred 
commitment in face of social pressure and resultant positive changes in her reality. 
Mrs. Tawade’s address was followed by introduction and felicitation of the special guest 
Dr. Manjusha Molwane, Member Secretary, MSCW. Dr. Molwane mentioned 
Maharashtra’s progressive approach to women empowerment by citing the fact that State 
Commission for Women (SCW) (at central level) and Maharashtra State Commission for 



Women (MSCW) were established in the same year 1993. She stated the nature of 
commission’s work and the challenges faced despite relentless efforts they have taken 
over years. Lack of awareness regarding several rights in favour of vulnerable sections of 
society was in her understanding the greatest challenge they face. The commission’s first 
attempt is towards reconciliation and to settle disputes at inter-familial level. The 
commission being a para-judicial body gives recommendations and not verdict and is 
given all assistance from government bodies to do its job effectively. She stated the 
approachability that MSCW creates by citing example of 2 girls living near Buldhana, 
who travelled to Buldhana to study. Both of them once went to a hotel when one of them 
wished to meet her boyfriend, the other one was raped by his friend. She was scared to 
approach the police and hence approached MSCW who ensured that required action was 
taken against the offender by giving the victim all support required. With the use of this 
example she stressed that girls need to have awareness about their rights, they must 
express confidence and remain firm. She touched upon the #metoo campaign. She 
stressed specifically on 2015 UGC Guidelines regarding women harassment at work 
place and Sakshama report which especially focuses on guidelines to deal with such 
instances at University and college levels. She also discussed the role of Internal 
Complaint Committee (ICC) that such institutions must have and the lack of awareness 
regarding all of above that most Indian universities and colleges displayed. The 
commission has since taken efforts to run many awareness drives to encourage people to 
form and come forth to such internal committees so that their problems are brought to 
light and are addressed in proper fashion. MSCW has so far trained almost 40,000 ICC 
members.  Among its many initiatives pan colleges, on 27th February 2018, MSCW 
funded colleges under PUSH initiative to do programs; awareness drives etc. for 
awareness generation. MSCW recognizes the importance of not just good IQ but also 
good SQ (social quotient) to ensure holistic development. They have also started the 
Suhita Helpline, on which 2 counsellors are available 10 am to 6pm. Dr. Molwane stated 
that such initiatives will be successful if they are attended by heterogeneous crowd and 
that community participation in such activities is important to see significant change.  In 
year 2018 MSCW has funded 12 National level and 8 state level workshops and/or 
conferences regarding women empowerment. Madam also touched upon the importance 
of involvement of teachers in this process as they have direct access and connect to the 
youth, and that along with general awareness they must also work towards making 
students aware of cyber-crimes (especially around women) and gender related wage gaps. 
Her talk was informative and inspiring both and had a lot of take-aways for the 
audiences. 
Dr. Molwane’s talk was followed by the address of one of the co-convenors of the 
conference CA. Rajul Murudkar, Finance faculty at PTVAIM; who discussed the 
outcomes of the 1st conference conducted in collaboration with MSCW on March 26, 
2018. She mentioned how the outcomes of the discussion of the first conference were 
successfully converted to actions in PTVAIM. 
The Inaugural session concluded with the Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. Tejashree 
Deshmukh, Dean Academics, PTVAIM. 

The Inaugural session was followed by power packed sessions by eminent personalities 
in varied fields. The first session was conducted by radio jockey (RJ) Archana Pania of 



Radio City. Ms. Pania in her succinct talk spoke of empowerment by weaving the story 
around her life and the challenges she met with while achieving her dreams. She also 
discussed the power of radio as a medium and importance of contributing to social 
change and upliftment. She urged the gathering to be proud of who they are and to 
respect diversity and uniqueness. She also stressed upon the importance of having a good 
and positive attitude and listening to one’s inner voice. She discussed gender stereotyping 
and how it is important to take a stand for one’s beliefs and self-empowerment both of 
which requires a strong and steadfast vision. She said that though we all suffer at some 
point due to gender bias it is important to ask for one’s rights and to contribute to change. 
She ended her talk on the philosophical note, that though a body can be of a particular 
sex, the soul has no gender and hence if we learn to see each other on soul level then the 
world will be a positive place. Her talk was followed by a session conducted by Dr. 
Praful Tambe, Programme Executive, All India Radio (A.I.R). 

Dr. Praful Tambe in his address touched upon the challenges to empowerment, its 
possible solutions and most importantly a powerful role that media can play as a 
harbinger of positive social change. He stated that the most important aspect of 
empowerment is that it is not only social but firstly active on a psychological level. A 
sense of self-worth and conducive mental and social framework to make good choices 
were stated as key aspects in the same. He discussed and stated the hindrances to 
empowerment such as disparity in sex ratio, availability of resources and prioritization 
during their distribution and access to opportunities. Certain other hindrances that may 
lead to impact on social conditions as cited by him were: environmental and climatic 
changes, terrorism and lack of property rights. He stated the different articles in Indian 
Constitution such as Article 21A (free and compulsory education) or Article 15 that 
grants government rights to make amendments and additions in favour of upliftment of  
threatened sections of the society. Some of the solutions as stated were: change in social 
attitude and outlook, political will and increased access to women to participate in social 
spaces. He stated at length a defining role that media can play in changing perceptions 
and outlook. He explained this point further by showing several public service 
advertisements such as the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan ad, post which there was a marked 
increase in gross enrolment in schools. He also spoke of the role of social media and its 
effective use with reference to the #metoo campaign. He ended his talk with brief 
mention of All India Radio’s philosophy ‘Bahujana Hitaaya, Bahujan Sukhay’. He stated 
that A.I.R aims to inform, educate and entertain. It gives importance to development of 
scientific temperament and works towards gender sensitization. These two sessions were 
followed by a lunch break which was then to be followed by plenary session. 

The panellists for the plenary session were two eminent ladies from the field of science, 
Dr. Nishigandha Naik, Director, Haffkin Institute for Training, Research and Testing and 
Dr. Sadhana Ghaisas, Founder and Director, SDG’s Genetic Centre. This session was 
moderated by CA Ajit Joshi, Head of the Department Finance, PTVAIM. The session 
was opened by quick individual talks by both the panellists which were later followed by 
panel discussion. 
Dr. Nishigandha Naik discussed the idea of empowerment and how she arrived at it after 
looking at her journey as a woman in field of scientific research. She opened her talk by 



congratulating the organizers for choosing a day in Navaratri and stated that Goddess 
Durga could be seen as a symbol of empowered woman who through her many forms 
displays not just roles that a woman plays in personal and social spaces but also the 
feminine power. She mentioned that though it is a tendency in our country to hold women 
back from realising their potential, she was blessed to find a conducive and supportive 
environment during her student days. She mentioned the impact that Baba Amte’s work 
had on her after she visited Anandvan during the Anand Mela. She stated that one of the 
key pillars to empowerment was education. From her profession’s perspective she stated 
that though education itself is noble, any research and academic work should also be put 
in applicable forms and should be used for betterment of the society. She quoted Anne 
Sweeney’s (former President of Disney Channel) definition of success which states 
“achieve success with your own rules and lead a life you are proud to live”. She used this 
quote to illustrate that an ethically sound vision was precursor to empowerment. She 
stated that to succeed passion, willingness to work hard and acceptance of challenges is a 
must. She discussed social perceptions about women, such as a strict woman in authority 
position is unpopular but a strict man in authority position is always respected. She stated 
that it is hard to be a woman because an ideal woman is defined thus; you must think like 
a man, act as a lady, look like a young girl and work like a horse. Despite such 
limitations, it is woman’s own responsibility to empower herself and to achieve her 
potential and dreams. She cited some inherent strengths that women have such as 
multitasking, great organization skills, and balanced attitude, however all these strengths 
need the supplement of positive attitude. She ended her talk with a quote of Swami 
Vivekanand (originally from Kathopanishad), ‘Arise, awake and stop not until the goal is 
achieved’. Her brief talk was followed by an address by Dr. Sadhana Ghaisas.
Dr. Ghaisas stated the experience of her PhD days and discussed the way she managed to 
make the best of available resources. She stated that determination, energy and readiness 
to work hard were key attributes to success and self-development. She explained that 
though empowerment means to gain power, it is to be gained by one-self and one cannot 
expect someone else to give it to you. One should have goals and readiness to work hard 
to achieve them and must develop a tendency to gather knowledge from all fields. She 
also stressed on importance of entrepreneurial attitude and discussed her work in the field 
of genetics by stating example of downs babies. She ended her address by stating that 
empowerment also consists of helping the society around you and that’s the path to 
holistic and mutual growth. 
The panel discussion was a fruitful dialogue in which the moderator and audience posed 
interesting questions to these stalwarts; such as: though the number of rankers in 
academics is predominantly girls, they are yet less represented in top echelons in 
industry. Why so? Dr. Naik responded to this by stating that though the picture is 
changing today this can see a better turn around only when women gain better access to 
opportunity and enjoy better societal and familial consent and support. The moderator 
then posed why are there such less entrepreneurial success stories around women? to 
which Dr. Ghaisas responded by saying, lack of family support and financial support, 
lack of self-confidence and the general expectation that a woman have to give first 
preference to family and then to anything else could be some reasons for same. A 
question regarding #metoo campaign and their perspective to it was also asked. Dr. Naik 



stated that girls must have zero tolerance policy towards any act of harassment and that 
this campaign has opened doors for many to voice their agony.   
The panel discussion was fruitful and was followed by a tea break which was then 
followed by the valedictory session. 

The valedictory session began with unveiling of the UGC approved Conference Journal 
at the hands of Mrs. Swati Kulkarni, Vice President and Fund Manager, UTI AMC and 
Mr. Mohan Tanksale, Former Chief Executive, Indian Bank’s Association. 
Mrs. Swati Kulkarni in her address focused on leadership and its aspects and shed light 
on it by using anecdotes from her personal life. She stated that leadership is a quality and 
that it’s a horizontal ladder. Irrespective of position in social and professional hierarchy, a 
person who displays leadership quality does achieve it. Positive approach, enthusiasm 
and willingness to work hard were stated by her as key attributes to success. She also 
mentioned that willingness to learn new things, analysing competition and constant self 
upgradation would one day lead to holistic empowerment. She stated the challenges to 
women empowerment such as lack of family support, low self-confidence, women being 
conditioned to be subdued, and assuming secondary position to men in social hierarchy. 
She cited a need for change in attitude of society and mainly men to improve situation of 
women. She also stressed on economic independence of women being one of the ways to 
uplift and empower them and that it could be done not only by them joining the work 
force but also by investing their wealth wisely through modern avenues such as 
systematic investment plans. She concluded her talk by mentioning the #metoo campaign 
and stated that self-protection and faith in one’s instinct is important and that one should 
have a zero tolerance policy towards harassment of any form. Her power packed session 
was followed by Mr. Mohan Tanksale’s address.
He succinctly recapped the take-aways from previous sessions and gave the message that 
future belongs to those who dream and hence one must regardless of gender have a 
vision, create a plan and relentlessly work towards it and that will truly lead to self-
empowerment. 
Mrs. Swati Kulkarni distributed certificates and journal copy to the presenters. The 
conference concluded with the vote of thanks delivered by Conference Convenor Mrs. 
Shalini Kakkar which was then followed by the national anthem. 

Rapotier: Ms. Ridhima Mahabal  
     


